
 

 

HUNSTANTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Full Council held remotely using ZOOM on Wednesday 25th November 2020 at 6pm 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Present: Cllrs:  Bishopp (Chairman), Winnington, Croucher, Ruston, Howard, Easeman, Knight, LeMay,  

  McKimm, Smith, Murray, Jamieson, Corby, Kidd 
Also Present: Town Clerk Jan Roomes 
   Members of the Public x 5 
   Press x 1 

 
1.  Apologies 

No apologies of absence.  All members present. 
 
The Mayor requested agenda item 9 be brought forward.  Members agreed (unanimous). 
 

9. Mayor's Remarks 
  The Mayor gave the following report; 
  My report this evening will be short; 
  I, the Clerk and other Council members were deeply shocked and saddened by the news that the 

 missing windsurfer was Chris Bamfield.  Some of us knew him well having worked with him on 
 projects around the Town. 

  I would like to give my heartfelt condolences to Chris’s family for their loss, I am sure you will all 
 join with me in saying our thoughts are with all his family, friends and work colleagues at this sad 
 time. This also gives me another opportunity to thank all the emergency services for all they do 
 for us all. 

  I would like to thank the very generous people of the Town and surrounding villages for their 
 donations of new Christmas gifts to the Mayors Christmas Gift Campaign, a campaign set up to  
 help those less fortunate in Hunstanton. The Clerk and I have been deeply touched by people’s 
 generosity and gifts are still coming in. I would also like to thank the Cllrs who are assisting the 
 clerk with this campaign, you know who you are, you are the silent workers of the Council who 
 put many hours in one way or another without ‘shouting’ about it. 

 

2. Public Question Time 
No members of the public wished to ask a question. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Winnington declared an interest in agenda item 10. 
 

4.  Minutes – confirmation of 
  The minutes of the virtual meeting held 28th October 2020 were confirmed and signed as a true record 
  (Cllr Knight, seconded Cllr Winnington, 13 for, 1 abstention). 
   
5. Matters Arising 
  There were no matters arising from the minutes of the virtual meeting held 28th October 2020. 
   
6. Police Liaison Officer 
  From 22nd October 2020 to the 18th November 2020 we have recorded 19 offences during this 

 period. 
  Violent Crime - 7 Crimes 
  Assault ABH x 2 – Domestic incident, parties staying at a caravan from out of county.  Female has 

 assaulted male by grabbing him around the throat and punching.  Arrested and investigation 
 ongoing. 

  Assault ABH – Verbal argument over mask wearing at supermarket.  Victim has been thrown from the 
 bonnet of the vehicle of the suspect causing a broken collar bone.  Investigation ongoing. 



 

 

  Assault ABH – Domestic incident, one party has assaulted the other by grabbing them around the 
 throat.  Suspect arrested and investigation ongoing. 

  Assault Police – During the above arrest, officer kicked by the suspect.  Investigation ongoing.  

  Common Assault – Domestic incident, Mother has assaulted son during altercation.  Victim does not 
 support further police action. 

  Common Assault – Victim pushed by unknown suspect in the street.  No further lines of enquiry. 

  Theft - 2 Crimes 
  Att. Burglary – Unknown suspect has attempted to gain entry to a front door using an unknown tool.  

 Investigation ongoing. 

  Theft Shops – Unknown person has stolen two alcohol gift sets from supermarket.  Investigation 
 ongoing. 

  Criminal Damage - 4 Crimes 
  To a Vehicle – Unknown person has damaged a car by keying it.  No lines of enquiry. 

  To a Vehicle – Unknown person has damaged a car by egging and keying it.  No lines of enquiry. 

  To a Vehicle – Suspect arrested for assault police above has kicked a wing mirror off a car during her 
 arrest. Investigation ongoing. 

  Other – Clothing damaged in a store by unknown person.  No suspects identified. 

  Public Order - 3 Crimes 
  Threatening Behaviour – Dog walker has shouted abuse at a motorist. Investigation ongoing. 

  Threatening Behaviour – Linked to above ABH at supermarket.  Male suspect has verbally abused 
 store worker who challenged him for failing to wear a mask.  Investigation ongoing. 

  Disorderly Behaviour – Suspects have attended Doctors Surgery and been abusive.  Victim does not 
 support further police action. 

  Drugs - 2 Crimes 
  Possession Class B With Intent – Search of a vehicle found a number of bags of cannabis and dealer 

 paraphernalia.  Arrested and charged. 

  Possession Class B – Stop search of a male who was found in possession of a small amount of  
 cannabis.  Arrested and further investigation ongoing. 

  Other - 1 Crime 
  Possession of Bladed Article – During one of the above drug searches, lock knife found in driver’s 

 pocket.  Investigation ongoing. 

 
7. Borough Council of King's Lynn & West Norfolk 

No BC Cllr present. BCllr Beal forwarded a report to the Clerk prior to the meeting.   
The Mayor read the following; 

 Apologies I am unable to make the meeting.  
 I have been in talks with several councillors and the town has a great need for reinstating a manned 
 tourist office. I really want to work with the town council, as I feel the experience of last year’s fiasco 
 has not done the tourist trade any favours. Every business in town is behind this and I feel the council 
 has a duty to take on board what the public have expressed over the summer months.  If three-way 
 talks were able to take place with town, borough and civic society that would be a good starting place. 
 I hope all councillors are safe.  Please keep me informed of any questions that may arise. 
  

8. Norfolk County Council 
Norfolk County Councillor Andrew Jamieson reported on the following; 
Library – the revised liability work is being undertaken by the planning department at the Boro and will 
be completed this week.  There will be determination by the 7th December. As far as I am aware the 
shape and size of the dimensions is as was originally sent to us and there is no change to the key things I 
wanted to see out of it, being ‘toilet facilities nearby, able to park buses considerably close and room for 
a manned Tourist Information Centre’.  BCllr Beal is now to speak to Boro as they manage the tourist 
sector.  I ask everyone to sit on the same side of the fence and work with me to ensure the Boro gives 



 

 

the Library the money that is needs to ensure that we have a manned TIC in the Library.  In the 
meantime, an unmanned TIC will be set up when the Library is relocated temporarily to Valentine Road. 
Vaccination Centre - HTC had asked if they could assist by providing a venue as a vaccination centre. 
PCN has already put forward suggestions for venues and they are fixed for the present moment. 
Tier 1 – Cllr Stuart Dark is working hard to ensure Norfolk comes out of the covid lockdown in tier 1, 
The R rate in Norfolk is quite high. 
Transport Survey – I have been involved with talks with all parishes east of Hunstanton, inland and by 
the coast, to talk about parking, speed limits and how I would like to use the AONB as a crucible to put 
forward my ideas in relation to speed, alternative uses of transport and better ways we can use bus 
services.  I will keep you up to date with that.  I propose to deal with Hunstanton issues as a separate 
item. 
4 billion levelling up fund – any local area will be able to apply for that directly.  Unlike the town fund 
that the Boro has so actively been putting in to King’s Lynn. 
NALC – HTC needs to work closely with NALC.  There is a lot of work being carried out by other Parishes 
that may be beneficial to the future of Hunstanton. 
Cllr Murray thanked Cllr Jamieson for his detailed report and asked if there was any progress on the 
Hunstanton to Cromer footpath?  Cllr Jamieson advised ‘this is still sitting with the planning Inspector, it 
is himself who will advise the Minister of the determination of the route.  The route and who will pay for 
the work are contentious issues. I have been advised it will be another 6 months before we hear 
anything on this’. 
The Mayor commented on the TIC being unmanned and moving to Valentine Road; 
i) ‘Valentine Road is further away from the seafront than where the TIP is currently located, where the 
old TIC was and the current Library’. 
ii) ‘My understanding is that the Library at Valentine Road will only be open 3.5 days a week, unlikely to 
be weekends.  To move an unmanned facility that we currently have at the seafront up to Valentine 
Road and to only be open a short time, seems to me, to be a backward step rather than a forward step.’ 
Cllr Jamieson advised he did not know about the 3.5 days and was taking a line from what he 
understood people wanted.  He was sure that with a community and communal spirit the best 
temporary solution can be found until the full-time solution is resolved in the Library, which is what all 
want.  The Mayor suggested all Councillors would be happy to get involved in future discussions. 
 

10.  Accounts for Payment 
Consideration and authorisation was given to payment of Schedules of Accounts for the Town 
Council No 21/08 was given (Cllr Smith, seconded Cllr Jamieson, 12 for, 1 against, 1 abstention). 
 

11. Auditor Report 
 The Auditors report was circulated to members prior to meeting. 
 Cllr Murray requested the report be read out.   
 Cllr Jamieson asked if HTC needs to take note of the comments made regarding the payment to 
 Smithdon School and the reduction of the precept? 
 The Mayor advised ‘the auditors’ comments will be noted regarding the payment to the Kenya 
 Fund and the majority of councillors agreed to reduce the precept’.  The Clerk will be revising the 
 Grant Policy and will be put forward to members in January 2021. 
 Cllr Ruston made the following comments; 
 I draw to your attention Mrs Plummer is acting in the best interest of HTC and drawing our 
 attentions to things that she read in the course of her work.  Let’s not lose sight of the fact that 
 the function that she provides HTC is that of Internal Auditor under the Local Government Act. 
 Her only function in reality is to sign off the Annual Return each year, a section of questions that 
 asks to confirm, yes or no, HTC has undertaken their legal duties during the year.  She is 
 being helpful; however, some would argue that she is actually doing more than she should do.  I 
 will draw to your attention another factor is that an internal auditor jeopardises their 
 independence if they get too involved in the council’s affairs of which they are the internal 
 auditor so there is a balance to be struck, her duties are set out in law, nothing more, nothing 
 less. 



 

 

 Cllr Smith advised no quarterly checks by the Internal Audit Group have been carried out due to 
 covid restrictions. 
 The Mayor commented that if the internal auditor points out something HTC is doing wrong then 
 she is doing her job.  I do not have a problem with her pointing out the reduction in precept. 
 Cllr Lemay questioned the auditor’s comment regarding expenditure as this had been a council 
 decision. The Mayor advised the auditor had read the minutes and our Grant Policy; the 
 expenditure did not follow our Grant Policy. 
 Cllr Winnington stated the auditor is not saying HTC should not reduce the precept just pointing 
 out that in her opinion it is not going to save residents much money. 
 Cllr LeMay commented ‘I appreciate this take a lot of work for our RFO and she should be 
 commended’.  
  
12. Recommendations from Committees, Working Panels & Task & Finish Groups 
 General Purposes & Community Committee 11th November 2020. 

I. RECOMMENDATION Cllr Bishopp, seconded Cllr Murray HTC writes to Anglian Water with 
concerns on water quality and request copies of discharge notices for Hunstanton relating 
to 2019 & 2020. 

       RESOLVED (unanimous) HTC writes to Anglian Water with concerns on water quality and 
       request copies of discharge notices for Hunstanton relating to 2019 & 2020. 

II. RECOMMENDATION Cllr Ruston, seconded Cllr Kidd HTC endorses the Hunstanton Streets 
report and will send a copy to BCKLWN and NCC Highways for their information, stating 
that it is a work in progress and hoping that we can work together to solve some of the 
problems identified.  
RESOLVED (unanimous) HTC endorses the Hunstanton Streets report and will send a copy 
to BCKLWN and NCC Highways for their information, stating that it is a work in progress 
and hoping that we can work together to solve some of the problems identified.  

III. RECOMMENDATION Cllr Murray, seconded Cllr Corby HTC sends a letter to BCKLWN, NCC and 
Le Strange Estate expressing serious concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians on the 
footpath on the A149 between Lighthouse Lane and Golf Course Road and asking that everyone 
works together to find a solution to widening the footpath. (Also send a reply to OHPC 
endorsing concerns expressed in its letter and asking for permission to forward a copy with our 
letter to the above.) 

       RESOLVED (unanimous) HTC sends a letter to BCKLWN, NCC and Le Strange Estate expressing  
       serious concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians on the footpath on the A149 between 
       Lighthouse Lane and Golf Course Road and asking that everyone works together to find a 
       solution to widening the footpath. (Also send a reply to OHPC endorsing concerns expressed in 
       its letter and asking for permission to forward a copy with our letter to the above.) 

 
13. Shovel Ready Projects 
 Consideration was given to the following shovel ready projects and the way forward; 
  Cllr Knight - Pop up Beach Chalet Shops creating a vibrant area at the North Prom with Pop Up’s, 

 music, entertainment & street food.  Cllr knight to take this idea direct to Resort Services 
 and report back at next Full Council meeting. 

 Cllr Murray - outdoor adult fitness / exercise area in the Esplanade Gardens or cliff top.  This idea to be 
 incorporated in the Community Centre business plan.   
 Cllr Jamieson – push forward with the business plan for the Community Centre. 
 Cllr Murray – Change Zebra Crossing by Azzams to a Pelican Crossing.  Cllr Winnington to investigate 
 costs and discuss at next Highways & Byways meeting. 
 
14. Youth Survey 
 Consideration was given to the Youth Survey.  Members agreed (unanimous) the survey be passed to 
 the Youth Needs Task & Finish Group to complete any further action and make recommendations to 
 relevant committee with full supporting documentation  for consideration by full council. 
 Cllr Corby advised he would call a Youth Task & Finish Group in the next week or 2. 
 



 

 

15. Committee, Working Panels and Task & Finish Groups 
 No member wished to join or leave a committee, working panel or task & finish group. 
  
16. Correspondence 

No miscellaneous correspondence received. 
 
17. Public Question Time 
 John Maiden asked Cllr Jamieson for an update on the Greenways Project initiated by NCC. 
 Cllr Jamieson advised that process is continuing. 
 
 
Meeting closed 19.06 pm 

 
                                              

                     


