
 

 

HUNSTANTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Full Council held remotely using ZOOM on Thursday 24th September 2020 at 6pm 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Present:  Cllr Bishopp (Mayor, Cllr Winnington (Deputy Mayor) 
   Cllrs:   Croucher, Ruston, Kidd, Corby, LeMay, Easeman, McKimm, Murray, Smith, 
               Jamieson (also present as NCC Cllr) 
Also present: BCllr Beal 

Town Clerk Jan Roomes 
   Members of the public x 4 
   
1.  Apologies 

Apologies for absence received from Cllr Howard, Cllr Knight & BCllr Bower. 
 

2. Public Question Time 
The following questions were put forward to the Clerk prior to the meeting; 

i. Ms Bosworth asked “Please advise when the Finance page of HTC website will be updated 
to show financial information, accounts and estimates for 2019/2020/2021”. 
Cllr Ruston reported “all financial documentation is on the website however it was not 
under ‘Finance’, the Clerk is addressing this.  The website is still and will remain ‘work in 
progress’.  Anyone noticing a problem please contact the Clerk”. 

ii. Andrew Murray asked “what was meant by HTC in the sentence ‘I can assure you that the 
closure of the TIC was not taken lightly by HTC ‘quoted by the Mayor in a recent report? 
Cllr Bishopp advised “when I reported HTC had not taken the decision lightly to close the 
TIC what I meant was that it was not a snap decision.  It is no secret that back in 2017 
there was a meeting between the Borough Council and HTC regarding the future of the 
TIC.  All Councillors had a copy of the minutes of that meeting.   
HTC has been a sub-contractor to BCKLWN since 1st April 2012 and became unable to 
perform its obligations under that agreement. BCKLWN were kept informed throughout 
of growing difficulties. The Termination Clause 11.2 of the agreement reads: 
The agreement may also be terminated, if after consultation, either party has reason to 
believe that the objectives of the agreement cannot be achieved within the time and 
finances available.  The agreement became void though frustration (legal terminology) 
and was ended”.  
Cllr Croucher reported as Chair of the Employment Committee no decision was made 
about redundancy without very severe thinking about it first.  Meeting after meeting took 
place to discuss the situation.  
Andrew Murray asked this question as a member of the public.  Cllr Bishopp and Cllr 
Croucher offered to meet and discuss further with him, in his role of Councillor, to go 
through all stages should he wish. 

iii. Mr Jones –asked “Why is HTC doing its best to isolate itself by changing Standing Orders 
8.1?” 
Cllr Bishopp advised “HTC has never been so open with everything about everything with 
the new website and Facebook pages etc.  Over 50% of councils ask for questions in 
advance, the reason behind this is not to stop people asking questions but so an answer 
can be given at the meeting.  The proposal to alter Standing Order 8.1 is being withdrawn 
at agenda item 4. So that we can take further advice”.   

iv. Mr Maiden asked “Is HTC aware of what is happening on the land both sides of the Ringstead 
               River? Hunstanton has lost many trees in my lifetime and is still losing them.  The trees that gave 
             Cypress Place its name were just two of the latest casualties. In recent years attempts by 
             BCKLWN to grow trees have been rather pathetic. I respectfully suggest that HTC shows the  
             way by planting trees this autumn/winter on the QE II community centre field. Also, by calling 
              for ‘Tree Preservation Orders’ on groups of trees in the Sheep field and on Redgate Hill”. 
              Cllr Bishopp advised the Environment Working Panel would discuss tree preservation orders. 



 

 

              Cllr Ruston advised HTC is aware that the ground has been levelled and surface soil been moved 
              down to the Hopkins Homes site. Several comments have been made regarding the owners 
              plans for the land but we are wasting our time trying to guess and we will wait and see when a  
              planning application comes through. 
             Cllr Corby reported he has carried out some research on the land by the river, there were 
             planning conditions put on the Butterfield development, the soil has come from the Butterfield  
             development under that site, it requires investigation in the planning department to see if there  
             has been a planning breach.  Cllr Corby asked BCllr Beal if he would look in to that. 
 
3. Co-option 
 There were no applications for co-option to consider. 
 
4. Standing Orders 

Members agreed (unanimous) to remove this agenda item for further discussion. 
 

5. Police Liaison Officer 
 Cllr Winnington read the following Police Report; 
  From 19th August 2020 to the 13th September 2020. 

We have recorded 18 offences during this period. 
Violent Crime - 6 Crimes 
Assault ABH – Neighbour dispute resulting in one male pushing another, causing a cut to his head.  
Investigation ongoing. 

Assault ABH – Domestic incident, one party has fought with another causing minor scratches.  Victim 
does not support police action. 

Assault Police – During an arrest, suspect has spat in the face of an officer.  Charged. 

Common Assault – Domestic incident, suspect has allegedly assaulted his partner when leaving a pub.  
Arrested and assaulted police as above.  

Common Assault x2 – Argument in shared accommodation, one party has spat in the face of another 
resident.  The other has then spat back at him.  Neither party wants further police action. 

Theft - 4 Crimes 
Theft Shops – Unknown person has stolen a number of items at local supermarket. Investigation 
ongoing. 

Theft Shops – Two females have stolen a number of items from local supermarket.  Investigation 
ongoing. 

Theft Other – Victim alleges that her purse was stolen from her trolley whilst in the supermarket. No 
lines of enquiry available. 

Making Off Without Payment – Report that three suspects have eaten at a restaurant and made off 
without payment for food.  Misunderstanding, bill now paid. 

Criminal Damage - 3 Crimes 
To a Vehicle – Vehicle damaged overnight.  No suspects identified. 

Other – Toilet and sink in public toilets damaged.  Investigation ongoing. 

Other – Female visitor to a house has damaged a TV.  Investigation ongoing. 

Public Order - 5 Crimes 
Disorderly Behaviour – Whilst male was being arrested, female has repeatedly shouted racial slurs 
and remarks.  Reported for the offence. 

Threatening Behaviour – Neighbour issues, one has been verbally threatening to another.  
Investigation ongoing. 

Threatening Behaviour x 2 – Female occupant of a flat has been repeatedly abusive to her neighbour.  
Investigation ongoing. 

Disorderly Behaviour – Male who was arrested for assaulting officer also arrested for disorderly 
behaviour when drunk.  Charged with offence. 

  



 

 

6. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Murray declared an interest in Agenda item 15. 
 

7. Borough Council of King's Lynn & West Norfolk 
Email received from BCllr Bower (Clerk circulated to all Cllrs prior to meeting) requesting polite 
questions, which she has not answered before, from individual Councillors be sent to her directly for 
answering. 
BCllr Beal gave a report on his continuing battle with Boro to address sewage issues arising from 
seafront traders.  The Mayor advised HTC would support Cllr Beal with addressing this matter where 
possible.  Cllr Croucher reported she had spoken to 5 of the traders who may be prepared to pay 
towards a bowser.  Cllr Corby stated ‘sewage’ was an issue everywhere. 
BCllr Beal reported he had received concerns with social distancing at the Community Centre.  The 
Mayor asked Cllr Beal to direct those with concerns to the Clerk. 

 
8. Norfolk County Council 

Norfolk County Councillor Andrew Jamieson gave a brief report on parking issues with motorhomes 
along Cliff Parade following complaints he had received.  BC Officers will soon have authority to fine 
illegally parked vehicles.  Cllr LeMay declared an interest. 

   
9. Mayor's Remarks 
  The Mayor gave a short report; 
  Due to Covid-19 no events have been held for me to attend. 

Next month will see the launch of the Mayor’s Christmas Gift Appeal Campaign, I hope all members of 
the Community Engagement WP will work together with the Clerk & Cllr Howard and to get this 
underway. 
Members of the Environment WP need to support the Chair Cllr Knight a lot more than they currently 
have been doing.  I appreciate we all have busy lives but this is an important WP and I know she would 
welcome assistance.   
As from next month I will be asking Chairs of Committees and Working Panels to report on the work they 
and their members have done over the past month, what their aims are for those residents they 
represent or the problems they are facing in achieving goals. 

 
10.  Minutes – confirmation of 
  Cllr Kidd advised item 15 should read Seagate Road.  Clerk to amend. 

With the amendment to item 15, the minutes of the virtual meeting held 20th August 2020 were agreed 
(10 for, 1 against, 1 abstention) and signed as a correct record.  

 
11. Matters Arising 

Cllr Croucher advised she had spoken to Smithdon School regarding the donation request from a youth 
for a trip to Kenya and would be discussing at the next Youth Working Panel meeting. 

   
12. Accounts for Payment 
 Cllr Bishopp declared an interest. 

Consideration and authorise for payment were given for payment of Schedules of Accounts for 
the Town Council No 21/06. 

 
13. Budget Figures 2020/21 
 Cllr Ruston gave a report on the budget figures for 2020/21 and estimated figures to 31st March 
 2021.  Clerk to add revised estimates to HTC website. 
 
14. Transfer of Deed 

RECOMMENDATION (Cllr Croucher, seconded Cllr Ruston) authorisation be given to the Mayor or the 
Clerk to sign the deed transferring ownership of Community Centre to Hunstanton Town Council. 
RESOLVED (unanimous) authorisation be given to the Mayor or the Clerk to sign the deed transferring 
ownership of Community Centre to Hunstanton Town Council. 



 

 

15. Meeting Days/Dates 
i. Cllr Jamieson requested consideration be given to changing Full Council meetings from the 3rd 

Thursday of the month to the 3rd Wednesday of the month.   
ii. The Clerk requested consideration be given to changing Committee meetings from the 2nd 

Wednesday to the 2nd Monday of the month. 
A discussion took place, Cllr LeMay suggested the same day of the week for both meetings. 
RECOMMENDATION (Cllr Ruston, seconded Cllr LeMay) Committee meetings be held 2nd Wednesday of 
the month & Full Council meetings be held 4th Wednesday of the month. 
RESOLVED (11 for, 1 against) Committee meetings be moved to the 2nd Wednesday of the month & Full 
Council meetings be held 4th Wednesday of the month. 

 
16. Working Panels, Task & Finish Groups & Representatives 

i. Members agreed (unanimous) to close the VE/VJ Day Task & Finish Group. 
ii. Members agreed (unanimous); 

Cllr LeMay join Personnel Sub Committee 
Cllr Easeman & Cllr Croucher join Internal Audit Group 
Cllr Bishopp, Cllr McKimm & Cllr Jamieson join Grant Application Task & Finish Group 
John Maiden to join the Environment Working Panel 
Cllr Corby to join Christmas 2020 Task & Finish Group 
Cllr LeMay join Disciplinary Panel 
Cllr Ruston join Grievance Panel 

 
17. Internal Reports 

i. The Clerk gave an update report from the office.   
ii. Cllr Winnington read the Caretaker’s report 

 
18. Misc Correspondence 

i. Letter received from Old Hunstanton Parish Council - Footpath beside the A149 between 
the junction with Lighthouse Lane and Golf Course Road.   
To be discussed at Highways & Byways Working Panel meeting. 

ii. Email from Tony Armstrong - Can you throw any light on how I can get a new Parking 
permit for 2020/2021? 

 Clerk advised details can be found on the HTC website  
                https://www.hunstantontowncouncil.gov.uk/news/2020/06/renewal-of-car-park- 

               permits and posters on Town Hall Front Doors, on HTC notice board and in the Coal Shed. 
iii. Email from Pam Young – Complaint about the state of the High Street.  

Complaint noted. 
 

 
Meeting closed 19.53 

 
                           

https://www.hunstantontowncouncil.gov.uk/news/2020/06/renewal-of-car-park-

