
 

MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF HUNSTANTON 
HELD IN HUNSTANTON COUNCIL CHAMBER ON  

WEDNESDAY 5th JULY 2017 AT 6.30PM  
 

  
Present:       Cllrs:   A Winnington (Chairman) A Bosworth (Deputy Chairman) 

   K Dunbar        D Jones   R Bird     T Bishopp G Wilby   
  W Croucher   C Earnshaw J Johnson    A Knight               D Harrington 

 
   Also Present: 
  L Powell, Clerk 
  J Roomes, Deputy Clerk 
  Members of the public x 8  
 
 Prayers:  The Deputy Mayor Cllr Bosworth led the council in prayers.  

 
1.  Apologies for Absence 
  Apologies were received from Cllr Bird and Cllr Ellis who had prior engagements, Cllr Large who was working 

 and Cllr Smith who was on vacation. 
 
2. Public Question Time 

A ten minute period for members of the public to put questions to, or bring matters to, the attention of HTC. 
Pat Richardson gave thanks to the Council and his wife Lesley for their support following a recent incident.  
He acknowledged Cllr Ellis for the hard work he had put in for the Carnival, Cllr Earnshaw for painting the 
town notice board and to the residents of the town for all their support.  He gave his best wished for the In 
Bloom judging 6th July 2017. 
Cllr Earnshaw gave thanks to Pat for the work he continues to do. 
Cllr Harrington had concerns regarding the ramp on to the beach and asked if the council could consider an 
extending ramp for wheelchairs and pushchairs. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4.  Co-option of New Councillor 
 There were four electorate of Hunstanton standing for the single vacancy to be filled by co-option. Each 
 candidate was given the opportunity to speak about themselves and why they wished to join the 
 Council. Questions were asked from the floor, the same question was put to each candidate. The 
 candidates left the room while voting took place. 
 RESOLVED The newly co-opted Councillor to be Cllr Rigil Kent.  
 It was agreed that it had been a difficult decision due to the high calibre of all candidates. 

 
5.           To agree on the Town Council priorities for the period to May 2018 

Consideration was given to the Town Council priorities to May 2018.  A suggested priority framework by The 
Mayor Cllr Winnington was distributed to members prior to meeting.   
Community Matters  

i) Improve communications with our community especially through the new town website 
ii) Improve communications with the BCKLWN through the setting up and development of a Joint 

Forum 
iii) Development of a Community Day linked with the Annual Town Meeting – possibly extending on to 

the Green 
Town Hall 

i) Repairing and restoring the town hall front – very important 
ii) Replacing the town hall boiler and heating system 

Finance 
i) To aim  for a zero increase in precept for 2018 
ii) Increase bookings for town hall, community centre and basement 



 
Members discussed other areas / ideas for consideration.  Cllr Harrington asked if local businesses could be 
incorporated at the next Community Day.  Cllr Croucher wanted to see more businesses come in to the town 
but thought that business rates and parking were issues that needed addressing.  Cllr Bishopp agreed with a 
Joint Forum as matters like this could be brought to attention.  Cllr Murray wanted to see more employment 
opportunities for younger people.  Cllr Earnshaw suggested consideration might be given to proposed 
development of land next to Smithdon School as possible business use. 
The Mayor Cllr Winnington agreed to consider members suggestions and re-present draught document at a 
future meeting. 
 
The Mayor Cllr Winnington reported that he also had things he wished to achieve during the year.  He 
wished to: 

i. Visit and find out about as many of the voluntary organisations within the town and ensure details 
are on the town council website  

ii. Visit schools and youth organisations in the town and ensure these too are on the website. 
 

6. Structure of Committees and Working Parties 
Consideration was given to changing the structure of committees and working parties. Possible structure for 
consideration was circulated to members prior to the meeting. 
Members agreed the committees needed restructuring and suggested various options. The Mayor, Cllr 
Winnington to re-present a structure at a future meeting. 
 

7. Town Hall Front 
The Clerk reported that there was nothing further to report at this moment as HTC were still awaiting a 
report from Mortons that has been promised by Friday 7th July 2017.  The Clerk advised Zurich was still 
considering the insurance claim but have increased the payment offer of £20,000 to date.  Cllr Bishopp asked 
what interest rates would be if HTC needed to secure a loan for the repairs.  The Clerk advised it varied but 
until we had the received the Mortons report it was impossible to estimate the sum required on the loan. 
The Clerk informed members that some possible match funding for the repairs may be available from the 
BCKLWN. 
 

8. Employment Working Party 
 Members were asked to consider the structure of the Employment working party and its membership. 
 Cllr Bosworth wished to retract her suggestion of a smaller employment working party and members agreed 
 unanimously for Cllr Bishopp and Cllr Winnington to join the Employment Working Party. 
  
9. Public Question Time 
 Tony Boardman reported that he was surprised to see that Hunstanton is not highlighted on the map in the 
 recent edition of the Norfolk County Council newsletter.  He asked if HTC could ask the question to a NCC 
 official when next appropriate. 
 Debbie Lemay asked if HTC could update their website with the minutes from meetings for 2017.  The Mayor 
 Cllr Winnington apologised and explained that the website had only just gone live and there was still some 
 work to be done on it. 
 
 Meeting closed 7.52pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 


