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Structure/Meetings
Hunstanton Town Council consists of 17 Councillors. They vary from being in office for
many years to just a few months. Each Councillor has a duty to represent the electorate of
Hunstanton and receives no remuneration for their hard work. The Council meet at least twice
a month in the Council Chamber.  The second Wednesday of the month (this was changed
this year from the first Wednesday) is when the Committee meetings are held.  These
comprise of the General Purposes Committee, where general business issues and future
events are considered, the Finance Committee where donation requests and all other finance
matters including budgets and precepts for Council Tax are discussed, the Town Hall
Management Committee which deals with all aspects of the Town Hall such as the Tourist
Information Centre, bookings, health & safety, improvements etc., and Quality Council
Committee which deals with matters such as localism, neighbourhood development and
quality town council status. All planning applications are dealt with by E-planning which
reports to the General Purpose Committee.  Any particularly contentious planning matters are
referred to either General Purpose Committee or Full Council. The Friday of the week
following these committee meetings is when the Full Council meets.  At Full Council
meetings representatives from the Borough Council, County Council and Norfolk
Constabulary make representation. Members of the public are allowed to attend all Council
meetings unless otherwise directed by the Chairman. There is a ten minute period at the start
of every Full Council meeting for members of the public to put their questions or comments
to the Councillors and a five minute period at the end to discuss matters that have arisen
during the meeting.

The Mayor for 2014/2015 was Cllr Carol Bower (to 22 May 2015), it was her responsibility
to chair all Full Council meetings, in her absence the Deputy Mayor for 2014/2015, was Cllr
James Johnson. The Mayor was requested to attend many functions and duly obliged
whenever possible. 

The Town Clerk was Ms. Lisa J Powell, and the Deputy Town Clerk was Mr. Chris Amos, the
office being on the second floor of the Town Hall. Opening hours were Monday to Thursday
9.30am to 11.30am and Tuesday afternoon 1pm -3pm, although it was possible to see people
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outside those  hours and staff could be contacted on 01485 532402 or by e-mail at
enquiries@hunstanton-council.co.uk  

Overview
Neighbourhood Development Plan: This is a new Government initiative which permits a
parish to set out policies and plan for an area. This is a lengthy process by which peoples’
opinions are sought on how they would like to see their parish develop, whilst adhering to
planning policies and consulting with other authorities, it can help a parish develop but also
protect it for future generations. Hunstanton commenced its Neighbourhood Plan this year
with Cllr Murray leading the working party and Civic Society member, Terry Ashworth,
being a valuable member.
Freedom of the Town: This year the Town Council awarded the Freedom of the Town to
both Kathy Leming and her family and the USAF 67th Special Operations Squadron. The
working group, led by Cllr Clutton, worked extremely hard in ensuring the day was a
resounding success. Thousands of people turned out for the event.
Youth: The Town Council was very keen to interact more with the youth of the town so they
have introduced a monthly disco at the Community Centre for 7 to 11 year olds. They have
proved to be a great success so the Council is now thinking of a youth club for older children.
Borough Council: Although the Town Council is not always in agreement with the Borough
Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, it does its best to put forward the views of the
residents to ensure they get the best deal on offer. It manages The Green jointly with the BC,
has taken over the Tourist Information Centre from the Borough Council and in April 2013
took over the Community Centre. The three Borough Councillors Richard Bird, Elizabeth
Watson and Paul Beal give regular reports at Full Council meetings.
Town Hall: The Town Council’s property portfolio is increasing. It now has the whole Town
Hall, including the fabulously newly refurbished Tourist Information Centre and excellent
basement facilities and the Community Centre. By running these places in conjunction with
each other, hirers can be guided to the best venue to suit their needs. Also by keeping it local
the Town Council can offer best value. This year saw the tenants of the Town Hall Annexe
moved out simply because they had outgrown the space, they are wished all the luck for the
future.
Community Centre: Since the Town Council took over the Community Centre it has grown
in strength and is now fully booked most of the time with such events such as Slimming
World, Hunstanton Day Centre, BOC, Tea Dances, Antique Fayres and much more. The
Henry le Strange Community Orchard has also grown and now has 100 trees.
Planning: Planning can always be contentious and this year was definitely so with the
proposed development to the south of Hunstanton. For one meeting the Council Chamber was
full of members of the public wanting to voice their opinions. The outcome of the plans are
awaited.

Reports Presented at the Annual Town Meeting 17  th   April 2015
Chairman’s Report
The Mayor, Cllr Carol Bower, gave the following report:
I suspect that all Mayors have mixed views about the end of year report. It is not easy to 
condense a full year of the Town’s activities into a short review.
The highlight of the year was undoubtedly the Freedom of the Town ceremony in October. It 
was attended by some of the largest crowds seen in Hunstanton for many a year, and was an 
event to remember. What I shall remember most of the day was the evident enjoyment of the 
American services, and their appreciation of the recognition they received. We are glad that 
they are to continue their association with the Town, even when they move from Mildenhall. 
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We have had many other events to bring us together and on which those involved can look 
back with a great deal of satisfaction and pride. The Carnival was very well-attended and 
defeated the best efforts of the elements to dampen the atmosphere.
The Henry Le Strange Community Orchard goes from strength to strength winning several 
awards. The allotments are most impressive, as those who attended their open day can attest. 
Tennis week brought a large number of people to the Town and went off very well. Children’s
Book Read at the library involved over 120 youngsters. Hunstanton and District Festival of 
Arts is spreading its wings and the Drama Festival and Photographic competition were great 
successes. We wish them well with the Festival Three by the Sea project. 
The Theatre hosted an impressive line-up for Children in Need, and the news that Pantomime
is returning there is welcome – a new film club has been formed and a satellite dish bringing 
in performances from around the country gives them variety and flexibility.
Other great family events were the Fireworks – many said the best ever – and the Christmas 
Cracker, as always a great start to the Christmas season. The fifth Hunstanton Pantomime saw
sell-out performances over seven shows at the Town Hall, with over 1200 people attending in
all. As well as this I took part in the Round Table's Christmas Swim which drew record 
crowds. 
The Town Carol Concert was appropriately themed around the First World War and much 
appreciated.
Music is thriving – I was thrilled when attending an event in Norwich to see the Town 
Concert Band as the musical entertainment; they play so well. Also the Community Choir has
a growing reputation, being invited to perform in Ringstead, Snettisham and at the Town Hall
in Lynn during the year.
Provision for the elderly and infirm is most impressive here in Hunstanton. I regularly 
attended the Stroke Association and the Day Care Centre. The latter celebrated its 35th year 
and I greatly enjoyed attending the celebrations
The Royal British Legion again led us in a moving Remembrance Service, with an 
impressive attendance on a beautiful November morning.
I was proud this year to accept the Gold Britain in Bloom award on behalf of the Town. It 
was a fitting reward to the team who have worked tirelessly and enthusiastically over the last 
few years inspiring groups of all ages to be involved. 
All of the above rely heavily on volunteers, and I would like to thank them for making 
Hunstanton a better place live in and to visit.
 It was also good to see the Town recover from the surge in December 2013; we were 
fortunate in comparison with other coastal settlements, but the Sea-Life Centre was 
particularly badly affected. Their redesign is most impressive and they're doing better than 
ever.
Congratulations to Cllr Brian Devlin for his Paul Harris Award from Rotary for 30 years of 
service to the Community. Particular thanks go to Brian. He is stepping down from the Town 
Council after 32 years’ service including four as Mayor. We have all benefited from his 
wisdom, sound advice and sense of humour. On behalf of the Town I thank him.
I have been fortunate to represent the Town at a range of interesting and enjoyable events 
within and without the Borough, including receptions hosted by the Borough Mayor, County 
Council Leader, the High Sheriff and other local council chairmen. It was good to be able to 
repay their hospitality at my recent reception, and to welcome so many representatives of 
local groups who help with those activities I have already outlined. I would like to thank my 
consort, Simon, and those who attended events with me when he has been unable, principally 
the Deputy Mayor and Cllr Clutton.
My thanks also go to Lisa and the office staff for all their help and support throughout the 
year. 
Finally, as I leave the Council after a year which has not been without controversy, I would 
like to thank Councillors for their support and encouragement. I hope my successors as 
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Mayor enjoy their time as much as I have. I have been proud to represent Hunstanton this 
year. 

General Purpose Chairman’s Report
The Chairman of the General Purpose Committee, Cllr Christine Earnshaw, gave the 
following report:
GP committee exists largely to receive reports and take on anything that doesn’t fall into 
more specific categories but it is important because we can take executive powers in an 
emergency that can’t wait until Full Council.  In July we agreed an amendment to our 
Standing Orders that we would only use these executive powers if the matter required urgent 
attention. In reality this is how it has been for years but I would stress that this is quite 
different from our new Urgent Matters Committee.
We receive reports from our monthly SURGERY REPORTS held in the High Street on the 
first Monday of each month when members of the public bring things to our attention. We 
either try to deal with them ourselves or pass them to a working party or on to the relevant 
authority.
June we were asked for storage for bikers to leave their helmets and leathers – we passed this 
to Martin Chisolm.  
 We followed up a complaint that there were puddles under the swings in the Rec. by 
referring it the Highways & Byways W/P and then to the Borough officers.  We have been 
told they are looking for a solution; sadly this still happens after wet weather. In July there 
were complaints that refuse carts parked among the coaches, photographic evidence was 
supplied.  We wrote to Resort Services and this matter has been resolved. 
 More complaints about litter between Smithdon and Sainsbury’s and the state of the 
Community Centre fence have been passed to the relevant w/p where they have been dealt 
with.
Highways and Byways report to the committee.  Last year 2013, we had numerous requests 
for grit bins and more road gritting but this year being so mild it hasn’t been a problem.  
However we are concerned about Colingwood Rd being the only route to the new primary 
school as it does not meet the criteria for priority gritting.   The Highways and Byways w/p 
will continue to see if there is another way to protect this road even if it means paying extra 
for it.
The e-planning committee reports to General Purposes – we will hear from Andrew Murray 
shortly.  AM also gives a report about CIVIC SOCIETY’s activities and the Heritage Centre. 
He was pleased to say in July that the lease has been extended for another year. 
Throughout the year we received reports from the In Bloom committee and rejoiced in a Gold
from Anglia in Bloom and then we had a long wait to hear from RHS in October that their 
tour of inspection on August 4th also warranted a Gold Award. Britain in Bloom is a very 
prestigious award and the glass trophy will be displayed on a plinth outside the Princess 
Theatre.
We receive regular reports from the CHAMBER OF TRADE and in June they congratulated 
Elaine Clutton on all her dedicated work in planning the Freedom of the Town event.  
Development south of Hunstanton has continued to be a controversial matter but is with the 
planning authority now.  
Sometimes we have visitors to this committee.
In September Liz Pendleton gave a presentation on Lifestyles which was a 3-day event in 
2014 but without camping on the Recreation ground which we thought an improvement as 
there had been problems in previous years.
Also in September John Smith gave a presentation on WW1 stressing that 2015 was more 
important for Hunstanton as that was when the zeppelin raid happened and the Lovet Scouts 
arrived to guard the coastline.  He was planning a series of lectures for 2015 and requested 
sponsorship which was referred to the Finance committee.
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In October BCllr Nick Daubney, Leader of the Borough Council attended the meeting 
answering questions put to him.
In December JM raised the matter of commemorating WW1 through the Centenary Fields 
programme which had been discussed at Joint Management of the Green – it was suggested 
he progressed the application.
We also discussed McCarthy & Stone’s request to use of the Central Car Park during 
construction and we wrote to BCKLWN expressing our concern at the loss of spaces and the 
knock on effect for businesses.  
We chose July 4th for our annual Spring Clean of the town where most of us don hi viz jackets
and go litter picking.
In February there were on-going issues about riding on the prom – which we sent on to 
Resort Services for their consideration. 
The problem of the unmade road to the cemetery came up again with the thought that as 
Tesco are no longer interested in developing the Sheepfield then perhaps housing would go 
there with access via Alexander Rd – watch this space . . . we sought further information from
Property Manager, Matthew Henry. 
March:  We learned that there is a budget provision of about £80,000 to improve our toilets.
It was noted that there was no specific Community Resilience plan for Hunstanton yet. This 
was taken up by Carol Bower and Daniel Parton.   We agreed to invite Dave Morton, 
Hunstanton Resort manager to attend our meetings in season but this would need to be 
arranged in conjunction with BCllr Liz Nockolds.  It hasn’t happened yet but we should 
pursue this soon as the season is upon us again.
Thank you to you all for your commitment and the Clerk and deputy for their work.

Finance Chairman’s Report
The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Cllr James Johnson, gave the following report:
Date TH Income TIC Income CC Income Annexe Precept
April 14 3600.25 3647.87 2142.06 148000.00
May 14 7633.02 3442.87 1492.50
June 14 1908.50 3043.22 874.00
July 14 4225.54
August 14 2169.28 7885.37 1624.90 3500.00
Sept 14 2437.50 3437.42
Oct 14 1361.94 1496.70 1930.58
Nov 14 1193.25 1644.50
Dec 14 5809.09 3767.68 1775.51
Jan 14 509.09 3448.40 969.53
Feb 14 5337.02 2673.41 1411.06
March 14 3086.85 926.92 1555.20

35045.79 33769.58 19645.38 3500.00

The Council has four income streams namely the Town Hall, Tourist Information Centre and 
the Community Centre.
They have brought in a combined revenue of £91,961.
Major expenses this last year have been a new computer and software totalling £1,500 for the
Clerk’s office to make financial reporting easier and more transparent.
The Freedom of the Town to the 67th SOS Squadron from Mildenhall which was budgeted at 
£2,000.
Other ongoing expenses have been repairs to the Town Hall.
Insurance cost of £6,664 and rates: TH TIC CC

2,697 3,744 3,674
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Employment expenses have increased to the running of the TIC and Community Centre and 
amount to £114,872
At the Estimates meeting HTC voted a new precept of £148,000. This includes £5,000 for 
potential boiler replacement and election costs up to £2,000.
Most noticeable loss of income to the Town Council was the closure of the Sealife Centre due
to the storms in December 2013. Thankfully they are now fully operational and we are selling
tickets on their behalf and it is a major contributor to the success of Hunstanton.
I would like to thank Lisa, Chris and other staff for the excellent way they manage the 
smooth running of this council and its operations.
Finally I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for all their hard work this last year.

Quality Council Chairman’s Report
The Chairman of the Quality Council Committee, Cllr Steve Ellis, gave the following report:
This year the Quality Council Committee has had a busy and interesting time especially now 
on film! 
Once again the Committee discussed, agreed, amended, re-discussed and finally 
recommended our new Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and the new HTC 
Policies.
Many items that come before this committee are requests by local people such as Harry Shaw
for new goal posts at the Community Centre happily a grant was sourced and guess what…. 
New goal posts! Another lady wrote regarding people feeding the ducks and the mess they 
make unfortunately people are people and ducks are cute and messy.
The Community Centre has gone from strength to strength, with bookings totalling 541 in the
last year, in fact there must be an activity available for most of us ….
Tea Dances, Drug Rehabilitation, Kick Boxing,   Line Dancing 
Day Centre, Gardeners Club, Slimming World, to mention just a few.
The community orchard is looking wonderful and plans for Blossom Day are well in hand.
Angie Green our facilities manager deserves great credit for this.
The Youth Working Party have continued with the monthly discos now taking children from 5
to 11 years old and the youth club plans are well under way for next year . With so many new
young children in our Town now this Working Party has a lot to look forward to. 
The Freedom of the Town Working Party excelled themselves with last Octobers Freedom 
celebration and parade, congratulations must go to Councillor Clutton for all her hard work.
The Regeneration Working Party and the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party are relatively 
new in formation and are working to help secure a better future for our Town.

Planning Chairman’s Report
The Chairman of the E-Planning Committee, Cllr Andrew Murray gave the following report:
The planning committee was chaired by Cllr. Christine Earnshaw until she stood down in 
June 2014 and I was elected to that position.  However, I must thank Christine for taking over
the reins again during September 2014 when I was abroad.
I have records of the e-planners considering 66 applications during the year.  This is rather 
higher than the 53, 41, 38 and 38 reported in the previous 4 years but similar to the activity in
2009 and 2010.
The 66 includes, 22 for business premises including 9 for advertisements and 8 changes of 
use. 33 applications relate to residential properties, and 4 related to trees which may not have 
been included in previous years’ figures.
Generally there has been good agreement between the Town Council and the Planning 
Committee at the Borough.
Of the 33 applications supported by HTC, only the one at no. 85 South Beach Road was 
refused by Borough because it contravened the moratorium on new homes in the flood risk 
area.  One gratifying development this year has been the desire to invest in improvements to 
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properties along South Beach Road and plans have been passed for no 53 and 71 despite 
opposition from the Environment Agency
We have objected to 10 developments, 5 of those were refused including 2 advertisement 
applications for internally illuminated signs in the High Street contrary to the shop front 
guide, Tesco was permitted to have illuminated signs for their click and collect facility.  We 
thought that an application at 11 Belgrave Avenue was over-development but it was 
permitted. 
12 applications are currently in progress. 2 of these are note worthy1) The affordable housing
in Old Hunstanton is subject to a legal dispute and that has resulted in the precept for Old 
Hunstanton being significantly raised to provide for possible legal costs.  2)  Hopkins Homes 
application to build south of the Bennett's estate.  It may be helpful to read the letter sent on 
13 April by Geoffrey Hall, Executive Director of Environment and Planning at the BC to Cllr
Paul Beal.
We did not support the McCarthy& Stone application to develop the old garage site and 
neither did the Borough but permission was granted on appeal.  We have not been consulted 
on the use of spaces in the Central Car Park to facilitate the building of the care home.
The applications concerning trees are of interest – permission was granted for the removal of 
a hedge of Leylandii in Park Road, permission was given to reduce the crown of a Pine tree 
overhanging the surgery car park but not the request to fell the tree to fence level.  Permission
was also given to reduce the crown of a Monteray Cypress tree beside Valentine Court but the
residents want it felled and have gone to appeal.  A TPO was put on a cedar tree on land 
adjacent to 29 Sandringham Road and subsequently an application to build a chalet bungalow
on that land was refused as it would have caused harm to the Conservation Area.  
I would like to thank the 11 other members of e-planning and particularly Lisa for her support
throughout the year.

Town Hall Management Chairman’s Report
In the absence of the Town Hall Management Committee Chairman, the Town Clerk read out 
his report as follows:
Projected income for 2014/15 was £16,620 but actual bookings accrued £14,722.62, a deficit 
of £1897.38. The Facilities Manager has reported that the continuing downward trend is due 
to the success of rival town halls in the area, and the migration of business to the Community 
Centre since HTC assumed control of it.
Works completed through the year include re-painting in the corridor and disabled toilet, the 
curtains, roof supports, newel posts and rails were cleaned and the piano was tuned in 
December. The fire alarm system was replaced in February due to a catastrophic system error 
in the old one. Outstanding work includes repairs to brickwork around the air vent, work to 
the fire doors, and repainting the building exterior. These were voted on in our committees 
and will be put for approval in the meeting following. 
Health and Safety checks through the year were largely uneventful, with only minor 
equipment renewal required for emergency lighting and fire extinguishers in July. Staff are up
to date with fire training. There were no problems reported when the boiler was serviced in 
April but it has been brought to our attention that the system is very old and will likely need 
replacing in the near future.
Tourist Information Centre
The TIC is continuing its encouraging start since it was taken over by HTC. At various points
we have had a Year 10 and two Year 11 students on work experience from Smithdon, in 
addition to a Sixth Form student studying a Tourism course.
New retail items include various sweets, local honey, dog leads and treats, flower seeds, 
cuddly toys and an assortment of ‘Hunstanton’ branded gifts, such as pens, fridge magnets, 
phone cases, hessian bags and a calendar produced in house. Ticket sales remain a big draw 
for the TIC, with tickets on sale for HDFA events, local theatrical productions, Holkham Hall,
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the Sandringham Flower Show, Paint Me Ceramics and the newly refurbished Sea Life 
Centre. We will shortly be selling bus passes which will be very advantageous for the local 
community.
Overall, the Facilities Manager has commented that we should be proud to celebrate the 
lovely and affordable facility that HTC can now offer to the public.
Thanks to Angie and Kevin Green, all of the TIC staff and Lisa for their hard work 
throughout the year for making the whole operation run smoothly.

Elected Representatives for Hunstanton
        Town Council:-

Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk:-
Cllr R Bird
21 Austin Street
Hunstanton
PE36 6AN
01485 532565
07860476198

Cllr L Watson
Carrstone Cottage
Homefields Lane
Hunstanton PE36 5HZ
01485 298150

Cllr R Beal
22 Kings Lynn Road
Hunstanton
PE36 5HT
01485 534630
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Mayor:
Cllr. C Bower
7 Glebe Avenue
Hunstanton, PE36 6BS
01485 532392
07801053494

Deputy Mayor:
Cllr J Johnson
7 Peddars Drive
Hunstanton
PE36 6HF
01485 534948

Cllr C M Earnshaw
12 Kelsey Close
Hunstanton
PE36 6HL
01485 533367

Cllr B D Devlin
16 St Edmunds Avenue
Hunstanton
PE36 6AZ
01485 532410

Cllr R Davies
16 Balmoral, Manor Park
Manor Road, Hunstanton
PE36 5AZ
07526487198

Cllr G Smith
37 Waveney Road
Hunstanton
PE36 5DG
01485 534872

Cllr M Ruston
12 Kelsey Close
Hunstanton
PE36 6HL
01485 533367

Cllr D Harrington
63 Victoria Avenue
Hunstanton
PE36 6BY
07917343707

Daniel Parton
27 School Road
Heacham
PE31 7DQ
01485 572518
07788816340

Cllr G Gooderson
28 Queen Elizabeth Drive
Dersingham
PE31 6JH
07747363634

Cllr A Boardman
16 Princess Drive
Hunstanton
PE36 5JG
01485 534990

Cllr Elaine Clutton
16 Seagate Road
Hunstanton
PE36 5BD
01485 535915

Cllr S Ellis
48b Westgate
Hunstanton
PE36 5EL
07742783959

Cllr Terry Light
Flat 2, 22 Northgate
Hunstanton
PE36 6DG
07598395276

Cllr J Maiden
Invermore House
Hunstanton Road
Heacham, PE31 7JY
01485 572195

Cllr A Murray
7 Bernard Crescent
Hunstanton
PE36 6ER
01485 532376

Glynis Thomson
White Horse
40 Kirkgate
Holme-Next-the-Sea
PE36 6LH
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       Norfolk County Council:- Parliament:-
Cllr R Bird
21 Austin Street
Hunstanton
PE36 6AN
01485 532565
07860476198

H Bellingham MP
Congham Lodge
Hillington, King’s Lynn,
PE316BZ
01485 600559 or 02072198484

Meeting Dates 2015
Committees
Wednesdays

Full Council
Fridays

2015 2015

14 January General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

23 January

11 February General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

20 February

11 March General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

20 March

8 April General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

17 April Annual Town Meeting
Followed by Council meeting

13 May General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

22 May
Annual Council Meeting

10 June General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

19 June

8 July General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

17 July

9 September General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

18 September

14 October General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

23 October

11 November General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

20 November

9 December General Purpose, Finance, 
Town Hall & Quality Council

18 December

** Allotments Committee to meet if required.

Meetings commence at 6.30pm (Town Meeting 6pm)

Members of the public are welcome at all meetings but are not allowed to participate.
 There is a ten minute question/comment time for members of the public at the

beginning 
of each Full Council meeting and a five minute period at the end.
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